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DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR HEARING
THURSDAY, April 4, 2024
DRAFT

A regular meeting of the Barre City Development Review Board was held in person and video
conference. The hearing was called to order by Chair, Linda Shambo (Ward I) at 6:59 pm., noting

quorum was met.

Present: Ward I members Linda Shambo and Chrysta Murray; Ward II members Vice-Chair
Sarah Helman and Jayme Bauer; Ward 11l member Katrina Pelkey; and At-Large members Kendall
Schmidt and Jessica Egerton.

Absent: Ward 11l Member Colin Doolittle; At-large Vacant Seat
Staff Present: Janet Shatney, Planning Director
Public Present (from presentations and Sign-in Sheet): Linda and Robert Nelson
1. Adjustments to Agenda: None.
2. Visitors and Communications: None.
3. Old Business:
a. Consideration of January 4, 2024 Minutes:.
Motion to approve the minutes was made by S. Helman and seconded by C. Murray, motion
carried unanimously 7-0-0.
b. Consideration of January 4, 2024 Decision.
Motion to approve the decision for 60 Circle Street was made by J. Egerton and seconded by
S. Helman, motion carried unanimously 7-0-0.

4. New Business:

Robert and Linda Nelson, 188 N. Main Street. Seeks site plan approval for addition of a
pellet silo in the rear of the building off Merchants Row.

The Chair informed the Nelsons there was a quorum of the Board present and that in order to
receive a positive outcome, there must be at least 5 votes in the affirmative. With 7 of the 9-
member board present, there was an option to postpone to allow for a more full board to be
present, the Nelsons chose to proceed.

The Oath was administered to both Robert and Linda Nelson who wished to address the
Development Review Board.

The Chair called the opened the hearing at 7:05 pm, motion not taken.
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The Chair asked if the Nelsons had anything further they wanted to add to their application in
addition to the written materials already provided; the following testimony was added:

o The electrical service is attached at 180 N Main Street, a building they own as well, which
will need to be moved so the installation of the silo can occur. Green Mountain Power will
move the service.

o There are 2 pellet bins in the building basement feeding the current boiler, that got wet
from the flood in July 2023. They would like the new exterior pellet silo to keep pellets
dry in the future from any flooding that may occur into their basement.

Chair Shambo asked J. Shatney if there was any documents needed to be read into the record,
and an email from Caitlin Corkins, the Tax Credits and Grants Coordinator of the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development was read stating that anything needing to be
forwarded to the Barre Historical Society should be sent to her, and that her office had no
comment on this project.

Chair Shambo then asked each of the Board members if they had any comments or questions.

¢ S. Helman asked if the silo would be enclosed by fencing, and the Nelsons stated that
whatever would be appropriate to screen the bottom portion of the silo they would do,
which could also keep animals out, likely a 3-4 foot high wooden fence. S. Helman also
asked about the glare from a metal structure, and R. Nelson stated that it is made from
galvanized metal, not a shiny surface to begin with, and weather will continue to dull it
over time. v

e J. Egerton asked about signage and what would be needed; L. Nelson stated that the
appropriate Dept. of Public Safety regulatory signage would be installed.

e Chair Shambo disclosed that both she and K. Schmidt completed a site visit earlier in the
week, and asked about the shape of the concrete pad the silo would be installed on, and R.
Nelson stated they were changing that shape to a square for ease of cleaning around.

With no further comments from the Board, staff or the public, Chair Shambo stated that the
Board would go into deliberative session after the hearing to make a decision, and can call the
Permitting Office in the morning for the decision if rendered, and will receive a letter within
two weeks.

Motion by S. Helman and seconded by J. Bauer to close the public hearing at 7:14 pm, motion
carried unanimously 7-0-0.

5. Deliberative Session: Motion by C. Murray to go into deliberative session, seconded by K.
Schmidt at 7:14 pm, with Chair Shambo inviting J. Shatney into the session, motion carried
unanimously 7-0-0.

Motion by J. Bauer and seconded by S. Helman to leave Deliberative Session at 7:22 pm,
motion carried unanimously 7-0-0.

Motion by S. Helman to approve the application as presented with (1) the applicant being
allowed to erect a fence taller than the allowed height of 6 ¥ feet but no taller than 10 feet if
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needed, before having to come back in front of the Board; and (2) the Zoning Administrator
be allowed to approve any immaterial or non-substantial changes to the site plan without
having to come back before the Board for revision: seconded by J. Egerton, motion carried
unanimously 7-0-0.

6. Roundtable: C. Murray questioned the proposed change to the meeting start date, and it was
noted that the Rules of Procedure will need revision and voting on at the May meeting for that
to occur.

7. Executive Session: None.

8. Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm on motion from S. Helman seconded by K.
Schmidt, motion carried unanimously 7-0-0.

The open portions of this hearing were recorded on the video meeting platform.

Respectfully Submitted,

Janet E. Shatney, Planning Director
Acting Recording Secretary




CITY OF BARRE, VERMONT
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
HEARING: April 4, 2024
NOTICE OF DECISION FOR 188 N. MAIN STREET

I. INTRODUCTION and PROCEDURAL HISTORY

1. This proceeding involves a request for site plan approval in front of the Development Review
Board (the DRB).

2. On February 20, 2024, Robert and Linda Nelson (the “Applicants™), owner of the property (the

“Property”) at 188 N. Main Street, filed an application for site plan approval of a pellet silo off
Merchants Row.

3. The property is located at 188 N. Main Street, tax map ID# 1095-0188.0000, SPAN # 036-011-
12263. It is currently a mixed use structure with commercial/retail use on the first floor and
apartments above, in the UC-1 Zoning District, in the Design Review Overlay District, in the
Historic Review Overlay District, and in the Special Flood Hazard Area, on 0.12 acres. The
property is bounded by city streets and other mixed use structures.

4. The April 4, 2024 Hearing was warned 15 days before in the Wednesday, March 20, 2024 Times
Argus issue per Vermont Statute 24 VSA §3105 (b).

5. On March 18, 2024, the Administrative Officer sent to adjoining property owners a copy of the
agenda with memorandum notifying them of the public hearing for site plan approval. A notice

for posting of the April 4, 2024 hearing with memorandum was also sent to the Applicants on the
same day.

6. A hearing of the DRB was held on April 4, 2024 in a hybrid format including in-person and digital
participation. Present during the hearing were the following members of the DRB:

Linda Shambo, Chair ~ Sarah Helman, Vice Chair  Jayme Bauer Chrysta Murray
Jessica Egerton Kendall Schmidt Kaftrina Pelkey

Absent was Colin Doolittle, and the vacant at-large seat.

7. At the outset of the hearing, the DRB afforded those persons wishing to achieve status as an

interested party an opportunity to participate as outlined in Vermont Statute 24 VSA §4465(b).
The list of persons attending the hearing is included in the Application packet, and listed:

" Robert and Linda Nelson

8. A presentation of the application was provided to the Board, and additional information was
presented by the applicants. All application documentation, including a staff report prepared by the
Administrative Officer in connection with the consideration of the application, is on file in Barre

City Hall.

II. FINDINGS and CONCLUSIONS
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Based on the application materials, testimony by the Applicant, the Board makes the following findings
and conclusions.

1. The property is located in the UC-1 Zoning District as described on the City of Barre’s official
Zomng Map and included in the City of Barre Flood Hazard Area Regulatlons (the “Regulations”,
version date August 27, 2010).

2. 3. The Administrative Officer’s Staff Report to the Board identifies those site plan standards, and
describes the consistency of this request against those standards.

4. The Board afforded those in attendance an opportunity to provide testimony or evidence during
the public hearing to consider, prior to rendering a decision.

5. During the hearing, the following additional testimony was provided by the Owners/Applicants:

a. The electrical service is attached at 180 N Main Street, a building they own as well,

which will need to be moved so the installation of the silo can occur. Green Mountain
Power will move the service.

b. There are 2 pellet bins in the building basement feeding the current boiler, that got wet
from the flood in July 2023. They would like the new exterior pellet silo to keep pellets
dry in the future from any flooding that may occur into their basement.

II. DECISION and CONDITIONS

The DRB deliberated on the submission of the proposed application. Based on the information

presented in the application, at the hearing and discussed during deliberation, the DRB made the
following motion:

Approve the application as presented with (1) the applicant being allowed to erect a fence
taller than the allowed height of 6 % feet but no taller than 10 feet if needed, before having
to come back in front of the Board; and (2) the Zoning Administrator be allowed to approve
any immaterial or non-substantial changes to the site plan without having to come back
before the Board for revision.

The motion passed by a vote of 7— 0 — 0 and is therefore APPROVED.

\
Dated at Barre City, Vermont, this wday of April, 2024, bM‘\ \l .m

Linda Shambo, Chair

IV. APPEAL RIGHTS

The owner of the project property and interested persons have a right to appeal this decision, within 30
days of the date this decision is issued, to the Vermont Environmental Court, pursuant to 24 V.S.A.
§4471 and Rule 5(b) of the Vermont Rules for Environmental Court Proceedings.
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Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabillitating, Restoring and Reconstructing
Historic Buildings.

Our goal with this project is to have it meet and maintain historic standards. We are not planning
to change any of the windows, doors, or entrances. Simply remove the existing Coins & Hobbies
Sign, and paint a neutral color to match the Miles Block Building. In reference to the mosaic tile,
please refer to the aforementioned reasoning behind our decision to change the material to one
that will last longer and protect the integrity of the building better.

(2) Location. Applicants must demonstrate that new buildings will be sited and
designed to be compatible with the setback of existing buildings from the street, spacing
between existing buildings, and alignment of existing buildings in the immediate area.
No Change to Existing.

{3) Height. Applicants must demonstrate that the height of a new or modified building is
appropriate in relation to the average height of existing adjacent buildings.
No Change to Existing.

{4) Proportion. Applicants must demonstrate that the width and height of the front elevation
of a new or modified building is appropriate in relation to the width and height of the front
elevations of existing adjacent buildings; and

No Change to Existing.

{5) Fenestration. Applicants must demonstrate that the fenestration pattern of the front
elevation of a new or modified building is appropriate in relation to the fenestration pattern of
the front elevation of existing adjacent buildings, and creates a compatible rhythm of
alternating solid walls to window/door openings along the street.

No Change to Existing.

(6) Roofs. Applicants must demonstrate that the shape, pitch, and direction of the roof on a
new or modified building is appropriate in relation to the design of roofs of existing buildings in
the immediate area.

No Change to Existing.

{7) Materials and Textures. Applicants must demonstrate that the proposed exterior materials
and textures on a new or modified building are high quality, durable and appropriate in relation
to the materials and textures of existing buildings in the immediate area. Use of Barre granite as
an exterior building material is strongly

Encouraged.

Yes, our plan is to use a high-grade exterior paint to ensure it lasts a long time.

(8) Architectural Features. Applicants must demonstrate that new or modified buildings
incorporate architectural features that are raised above the wall plane to create shadow lines
such as cornices, entablatures, friezes, pilasters, lintels or moldings and that are compatible with
the architectural features of existing buildings in the immediate area.

We are keeping all features existing and not changing anything other than painting.

(?) Signs. Applicants must demonstrate that the type, size, location, design, materials and
lighting of new or modified signs conforms to Section 3106 and will be complementary to
the building (if building mounted), site (if free-standing) and neighboring properties.

We plan to remove the existing Coins & Hobbies sign and just paint the front of the building.

{10}  Utility Service. Applicants must demonstrate that utility lines will be installed

PG. (2)









Coins and Hobbies Store.

Can you provide some clarification or a contact that could help with the clarification as to it's
contribution status?

Kind Regards,

Michelle La Barge-Burke (she/her)
Permit Administrator - City of Barre
6 North Main St., Suite 7

Barre VT 05641
permitadmin@barrecity.org

Office: (802) 476-0245
www.barrecity.org

PLEASE NOTE: | will be away May 10 - 27th, 2024 , please plan ahead for timely processing.

Notice — Under Vermont’s Public Records Act, all email attachments as well as paper copies of documents
received or prepared for use in matters concerning City business, concerning a City official or staff, or containing
information relating to City business are likely to be regarded as public records which may be inspected by any
person upon request, unless otherwise made confidential by law. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by return email. Thank you for your cooperation.









